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I 
n August 2004, Uriel Palti came to Philadelphia and began a "ew UP in a house. 

four-year term as the consul general at the Consulate General The percaption of a ccnsulate is a plaoe 

of Israel. Born in Jerusalem, C o n d  General Palti received his people go to seek asylum That is not 
law degree from Hebrew U&ersity in Jerusalem. He has the case for YOU, I presume. What does : 
sewed in numerous posts in the Israeli government, includ- the Consul General do? 

Diplomacy has changed. We do have an I 

ing spokesman for the Ministry of Foreign k&&6 in 1993 and coo&- effident and consular divi. , 
nator of the Israel-Jordan peace talks in 1994. He has served as deputy sion that issues Israeli passports and visas 1 

c o d  general in Los Angeles and in New York A major in the Israel and handles any problems. But basically 
we are the &f Israeli mission to five U.S. Defmse F~rces, Consul General Palti is married and has two children. states and wf of another state: . 

He spoke with Th PhilaIlelphia Lawyer in April 2005. Pennsvhania, Ohio. Delaware, Ken&&, 
West 'rginia and S o u h  New rersey.' 

DAWlEL 1. SIEBEL: Did you ever practlce blame--for better or worse-that I'm in Ollr mission i~ to bTinn the Israeli mes- * 

law? fhe Ministry. Then I was a law intern in sage to America-to the general public, to 
two private law firms in lemsalem. the pplitidans. I'm meting with govez- 

COUSUL OENEUAL PALTI: For a short while n~rs.  senators, congressmen, media, opin- 
asa law clerk. In Israel when I studied law, How did you become involved in the ion ma$ers, decision makers, business 
before you were entitled to apply to the bar Foreign Service and diplomacy? people and the business community and 
exam you needed to do ttvo years of intern- Two ways: one was my inentor Elyakim major public groups. I went to visit Penn 
ship. So, it was four yeats of law school Rubenstein, the fotmer ambassador as State in State CoUege. I met with Temple 
and two years of internshipi and the first well as former atfomey general of Israel. University faculty. I went to Pean 
year of internship was combined with the He served also as deputy to the commis- University for Israel Day last week, So, 
last year of sdwol. So altogether, in order sion in the embassy in Washington in the basidy our main g d  is to b h g  the 
to become a lawyer it was a process of five 1980s. I was privileged to be, as we s'ay in Israeli message abroad, and in my case to 
years. So in the two years of internship, I Israel, his bagiaivo. So I sl)ent a year in the the five-and-a-Wstates and first and fnre- 
did the Grst one with the legal advisor to Foreign Ministry the& Also, my parents, most to the city of Philadelphia and the 
the Mhiatry of Fareign Affaus-today my late father and my mother who lives in state of Pennsylvania. We're very happy 
he's an Israeli Supreme Court Justice- ferusalem, wee diplomats of the first gen- h t  corned very w d y  
Elyakim Rubenstein. He's the one to eration of the Israeli Foreign Millistry. So, here I 
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You were involved In negottatlng the nels. They wanted odji om chamel. It 
tsraei-Jordan Peaw Trea*. Can you tell happened to be tbat I w@ the1sr;adichan- 
us about that experience? nei hegotiating with the'thensnergy min- 
That was one of the highhghts of my ister of lordan. We didn't have cell phones 
diplomatic career. It's d y  a highlight for 
a diplomat becahlse the ultimate gwl of a 
diplomat is te make peaee. And I was priv- 
ileged enough to serve again under 
Elyakim Rubexwein, who wa8 the head of 
the Israeli delegation that negotiated the 
peace with Jordan. He appointed me to be 
the coordiaatet of the peace talks. 
Subsequently, when w signed the peace 
mty, I wntinued om and was applnted 
as seuetaq of tkc monikmq committee 
of the fmplamentation of the peace treav 
with Jordan. Those were fascinating years. 

then, so at Qne point I ww vain$ mi home 
phone during a vacation for Sukkot. I had 
to negotiate wew issue with him, for 
example, comecfhg the electricity system 
in Al 'Aqabah. You know i kaow a little bit 
about law. I know nothing about electrici- 
ty. So I had to speak with our eleariciq 
people, tryin$; to understand the terminol- 
ogy. Tne same applied to commerce, drug 
traffcking, prisons, security issues and 
any other issues. Then theywere willing to 
open more channelg, and I became more 
of a c00rdinatOr of &en subcommittee#, 

Behind you, you'll see the picture of the which dealt with commerce, borders, drug 
late Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin. I was trafficking, police issues, transportation, 
prlvjlepd to work under him. He ntgoti- 
ated, with the late Ring Hussein, the pea- 
Wedty between Israel and Jordan in the 
ye.ars 1993 and tgw* ceaduding with the 
signing ofthe paace treaty on Octabei- a6, 
1994 in the Asam Vdley. 

You know, 1% net practicing law, but I 
specialize a Etile bit in public inremation- 
a1 law, And if I wer implemented my 
bowledge of pub& iniatemational law it 
was while I was negotiating pea- with 
Jordan. For a while I was even a member 
ofthe led committee that &cussed the 
then future internatimally recognized 
borders, It was fascinating, but it wa6 also 
~Weul t  at the begirmitg of the process. 
The Jordmians didn't want many chan- 

bridges, &d customs issues. The yeax 
1995 was a fascinating rime. What canbe 
better for a diplomat! You meet a k m e r  
enemy. My counterpart, Bassem I. 
Awadallah, i5 now minister of fihance in 
the Hashemite Kingdom af Jordan. And 
the chairman of the Jordanian delegation, 
Dr. Rani Mulki, is now the minister offor- 
eign affairs of Joidaa. 

CouM you discuss how the nature of the 
Middle %st conflict has changed, and 
how the nature of war b different? 
On May 12, we celebrate here and over 
the wbrld the fifty-seenth anniversai). of 
Israel. It &J established ba May 15,1948. 
In the fk@t t*w-tive years. Israel went 

through five terrible wars. From the day it 
was established Israel was sttaclced the 
very next moming; that was our War of 
Independence. In rggB we had The Sinai 
Campaign. ?hen in 1967 we had the Six- 
Days War, In 1969 to 1 9 7 ~  we had the 
Attrition War with Syria and Emt. Then 
we had the Uom Kippur War in 1973 when 
Israel was again attacked by Syria and 
Egypt. So, it was twenpfive years of five 
wars in which Israel was involved, and 
Egypt led dl wars against Israel. 

Basically, since 1974, we enteFed a new 
era-- era of negotiatians. Basidly now 
iVs more than thirty yew of neptia- 
Ws--egsy, not easy, terror-but 
we siped a peace tEeaty with Egypt on 
March a6,1979. We signed a peace treaty 
with Jordan in 1994. We signed the Oslo 
Peace Accords with the Dalestiaians in 
1993; it was not successM but wenegoti- 
ated. 

Since September aoeo, we've ~ I U :  
through a terrible foau-and-a-hd yeam of 
the uprising in the Territories. HopefuUy 
wearenowenteriug an tr;l erf9@atiI~ 
with ttPe Palestinians. Ws wi l l  w, =I& 
the disengagment this hisummm i ~ l t b , ~  
Fwa Strip and northern. %maria. VcbQ~ 
ina=enten . I t smm06*,  
tions. . i l i l  t iii.1 i In the first twe4Sy-fie years, Imd wm ., 
encircled &om all Bides by h b  en- 1 

Israel, whichis our longest mutual bordm ) , 
I ~ e w  up in an Israel under siege. Its a 11 
&nt di ty .  So, now we live in a re&- 
ty of not only p w e  ageemmts but jn 
relations like those between Ametica and -+ 
Canada But I'd rather s w  Wedties 
between I d  and Egypt being solved by 
ambassadors and diplomats-my col- 
kagueethan see my two best &ends- 
we were 19 in 1973-!4lled in the Suez 
Canal in the Yom i3ppur War. 

It's adiftkent era. It's very intwtirag to 
analyze the nature o£ wrar. On the one 
hand, tQdar you're ape* about the 
RWSt saphkti~ted, high-tech WWpOOry. 
Tens of millions of dallars to build an air. 1 
a& or eubmarine or anti-Wtic missile. ' 

On the ather haad, see what we went 
through in the uprising-Arab lrids with ! 
stones. So. how do you cope with it? I'm i 

mi a milikaq qwt, bvt are you still k~ I 
p q r e  your army £'ox an a n r  division 
with tank? No doubt, the nature of war , 
has changed. And speaking to lawyers, the 






