
misfiled or accidentally discarded docu- 
merit. 
The Eastern District Court has utilized 

electronic £ h g  for a few years. In 2002, the 
wurt impIemented its uElectronic Case 
F h g "  (ECF) program under Loca Rule of 
Civil Procedure 5.1.2, and Iater extended 
ECF to criminal pmcedmgs. The court 
publishes extensive information about the 

BY DANIEL J. SfEGEL program at https;//ecf.paed.uscourts.gov. 
Although the Web site states that ECF is not 

ome lawyers wi l l  kick arid scream the cases are completed. Third, when a mandatory, the only documents s p d i c a l l y  
and others will protest, but in the plea- is fded elecbnidy,  the court can exempt from the ECF program are "initial 
end they will have no choice. The r d e  the document instantly a v a i l a b h  papers in ad cases, such as the compI;tint 
days of filing legal documents only the general public, only to counsel, or to and he isrmance and service of he sum- 

in hard copy are slowly coming to an end. other uapprwed" individuals4epending mons, and, in criminaI cases, the indict- 
While the pace differs among various upon the corn's policies. Fourth, it is hard- ment or information, warrant for arrest or 
courts, more and more courts are either er to "misplace" e-filings. If something hap summons," which must still be filed in hard 
requiring ox exploring ways to implement p m  to a document (like coffee spfuxe: on copy. In addition, the "Procedural Order" 
electronic &Q ('e-fhg"). it), aIl you do is priat a replacement. Plus, -ling ECF implies that the program is, 

E-filing is already the rule for mal because courts and law o h  should (real- for all practid purposes, required: "All civil 
and cid cases pending in the Eastern ly, they must) have systematic back-up sys- and aiminal mses ad in this court on or 
District Court in Philadelphia and in U.S. tems, men if a computer aashes there is a aft= May I, 2002, will be entered into the 
Bmhptcy Court. Although Common back-up copy that is relatively easy to court's flectronic Case Filing ("ECF") 
Pleas Court and Muaidpal Court have yet to resto@cularIy compared with the dif- System" 
adopt electronic fifing, they are aIso testing ficulty and time wasted trying to hate a Under the ECF program, counsel would 
h e  waters, albeit more slowly. create the filuxg on his or her 
Thus, it is safe to assume thaf office's word processing soft- 
paper fms will eventually ware, and then converl it to a pdf 
become the exception 

A 
(portable document format) 

E-fig has many advantages. using either software on t h e  
First, it is generally easy to do, computer or a scanner. Pdf is a 
requiring minimal computer universal format, sometimes 
skills. Secod  e-fhng saves stor- 

C 
called "Adobe," which is the 

age space-for the c m  and name of the company that pie 
for counxeL When documents neered the pdf, and whose soft- 
are fled ekmrically, cuum ware, Adobe Aaobat, dominates 
(and opposing counsel) spin. not the market. Pdf is the preferred 
necessarily have to print every format in most courts because 
page of every document; instead, h e  soRwarr to aeate pdfs is easy 
theymnrrviewthed~~~ments 1 to use and many progmms, such 
on their computers and save 1 as Wordperf&, have a built-in 
them.Whentbeyneedaprintd pdf maker. When a document is 
copy, all they have to do is click mnverled to pdf, the layout of 
on &e "print" button, and out 

C 
the document, as well as all 

d l  come hard copies of entire fonts, images and graphics, are 
h e &  or @it the d m n t  I preserved, regardless of what 
p a p  By not having every donr- application and platform were , 
ment p- everyone uses less used to create the originat. 
ph@ file s p a  and conse- Moreover, when a document is 
quentIy r e d m  the attendant converted to a pdf, a reader can- 

I 
~ o f s t o n n g ~ ~ w h m  not view or track prior d o n s  






